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EXPLANATIOFS OF VOTES 

L i s t e d  below a r e  t h e  most important record vo tes  on t h e  House f l o o r  last year.  This yea! 
t h e  votea cover  a broad range of i a sues  includingr  nuc lea r  energy, land use,  c l a m  a i r ,  ' 

water resources ,  worker safety and heal th .  8 t r i p  mining, mass t r a n s i t  and water  po l lu t io i  
Even though t h e  a h a r t a  cover a  wide spectrum of i s s u e e ,  it s t i l l  does not r e f l e c t  a Rap- 
r e s e n t a t i v e ' a  t o t a l  records .  A memberga pub l ic  vo te  is only the  t i p  of an iceberg and  

' 

t h e  t i p  may be deceiving,  Behavior on an important committee o r  performance back in 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  may have f a r  more impact than vo tes  on the  f loor .  Pub l ic  votes  r e f l e c t  the 
pressure  of  a member's cons t i tuency  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  personal convict ion and may make him 
appear  b e t t e r  o r  worse than he  irr i n  t h e  pr ivacy of a committee room. 

EXPLANATION OF SCORES 
Votes we c o n s i d e r  c o r r e c t  a r e  i n  c a p i t a 1 1  wrong vo tes  a r e  i n  small I e t t e r s ,  Each aembs 
of Congress is g iven  a  s c o r e  based on t h e  v o t e s  shown. To compute t h e  score ,  calculate 
t h e  percent  o f  c o r r e c t  votes  a c t u a l l y  c a s t  ( i g n o r i n g  absences). Then s u b t r a c t  2 p o i n a  

n o t  b o t h e r  t o  show up f o r  t h e  vo te ,  Unavoidable absences caused by i l l n e s s  appear 
c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s  and a r e  n o t  penal ized,  

Tm LEAGUE OF CONSERVATION VOTERS 
The League is a n a t i o n a l  nonpar t isan campaign committee t h a t  8upports l e g i s l a t o r s  wor- 
k ing  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  environment and opposes those  who a r e  most destructive. We r a i s e  ' 1  
money f o r  a few cand ida tes  who f a c e  e s p e c i a l l y  c l o s e  races  and endoree o there  who de- 
s e r v e  reqogni t ion ,  The League works i n  cooperat ion with t h e  Environmental Pol icy 
Cen te r  and we base  our  decis ion8 upon t h e  adv ice  of conservation leadeem from m y  

groups,  
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the iioncalio amendment to de l e t e  $s.j ;ntliion from zr.3 n-l, duaget fo r  reeearcn to &evelop 
methods of -overing n a t u r a l  r e s o u n e s  by se t t i ng  off undergmund nucieer exploslona. The ~g 
had already spent 16 years and $150 n i l l i on  trying unsuccessfully t o  st imulate natural 
by nuclear explosions. Several pr iva te  studfee by the  U.S. Geological Survey, Shell Oil 
and others had expressed aerlous doubts about the f f i ' s  resource recovery program. Qnvinl.. 
mentaliete oppoeed the  prog,Tsm becauee of disruption t o  wi ldUfe ,  r i aks  of earthquakes and 
radloeotive contamination of underground water euppliee and other resources lying above the 
explosion s i tee .  The President oppoeed the amendment. April  30, 1974. ReJected 190-207 
nYESn is  the correc t  vote. 

a e r g y  supply and Coordimtion Aot of 1974 (H.R. 14368). The vote i s  on the W y m a n  emenbent 
t o  a spend  auto emission cont ro ls  u n t i l  1977, except i n  a reas  having heavy air pollution levele. 
The amendment would makeit near ly  impoeaible f o r  those c i t i e s  not c i t ed  aa having "heavy poilu.. 
t i on  levels" to  meet the 1975 ambient air standards* The National Realty Commission estimated 
tha t  a c i t y  mch ae  Denver, not  required under the W y a a n  amendment t o  use auto emieaicn device$, 
would have to reduce i t 8  vehicle milee by 76% t o  meet pol lu t ion  stoPdarde f o r  carbon mcnorlde 
and oxidants. ( ~ u c h  reduotione could only come through s t r i ngen t  rationing:) The Preeident 
took no posit ion on the  emendrent. May 1, 1974 Rejected 167-221 "NOn be the  correct  vote. 

3 Public Works Atomic ;Gnergy Commission Appropriations f o r  f i s c a l  1975 (H.R. 15155). The vote i s  
on the Conte amendment to  de l e t e  $800,000 used t o  rernune planning on the  Dickey Ltncoln project. 
m e  g iant  proJect, as big as t he  Aswan Dam, would flood 140 square miles of wilderness, destroy- 
ing thousands of ac r e s  of prime recrea t ional  streams. Economists argued tha t  the costs of the  
Dickey Lincoln, i f  evaluated under camp-ble aeeumptions, would run 60 t o  80 percent higher 
than a f o s s i l  f u e l  p lant  of the  same capacity, Yet the pro jec t  would only operate 23 hours a 
day and would not  benefi t  the majori ty of New Fagland coneumers hardest  h i t  by inf la ted  energy 
costs.  Ehvironmentaliete oppoeed the project ,  saying t ha t  i t  represented a poor way of eolviqq 
the  region's energy probleas. The Preeident did not take a poeit ion on the  smendment. June 6, 
1974 Rejected 186-201 " Y E E S "  i s  the  correct  vote. 

Land Uee Policy Planning and Aasietance Act of 1974 (H.R. 10294). The vote i e  on the ru l e  t o  
allow the  House t o  debate a b i l l  which provided grants  t o  s t a t e 8  t o  e s t ab l i sh  land uee programs 
that would regulate development i n  i n a s  of " c r i t i c a l  environmental concem81 and around key 
f a c i l i t i e s  such a8 a i rpor t8  end highway interahomgee. Environmentalists have long advocated 
the need f o r  a federa l  land use b i l l  t o  control  irreeponeible and deet ruc t ive  development. 
The Nixon Administration had once coneidered land use a number one p r io r i t y ,  but switched 
i t s  poeit ion and oppoeed the b i l l  a t  the last moment. June 11, 1974. Rejeoted 211-204 "YES* 
i e  the correot  vote* 

L a b o r W  Appropriations fo r  f i s c a l  1975 (H.R. 15580). The vote i e  on the  Sylmne amendment t o  
reduce appropriatlone f o r  the  Occupational Safety and Health Administration by $30 million. The 
Act gave the Secretary of Labor author i ty  t o  proteot  the  workplace environment of industrial .  
f m  and construction workers who a r e  of ten  exposed t o  high l eve l s  of noise, pesticidee and 
o ther  forms of pollution.  A s  passed by Congress, t he  l a w  encouraged s t a t e s  t o  do most of the 
enforcement, and several  e t a t e s  have already begun aggressive programs. Thfe amendment would 
elfininate a l l  grant8 t o  s t a t e s  that had s t a r t ed  t h e i r  own OSRa p r o m  and discourage othera 
from enter ing  t h e  program, The Preeident took no pos i t ion  on t h e  amendment. June 27, 1974 
Rejeoted 179-218 "'NOn is  the  correc t  vote. 

LaborHEM Appropriations f o r  f i s c a l  1975 (H.R. 15580). The vote i a on the  Ronoallo amendment 
t o  prohib i t ths  use of any funds, e i t h e r  d i r ec t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  f o r  abortions,  abortion inducing 
drugs, abortion r e f e r r a l  services,  research o r  f o r  hea l th  o r  d l s a b l l i t y  insurance rbort ion b e n s  
 fit^. Opponents n t  the  amer~dment rloted t ha t  i t  waa not l imi ted  t o  abortion,  but would aleo v - 
~uLit L;.w I= as , ,v.:SX&,, t i i r ,  A t l - C G . = C O p : i ~ i i  L-J&Z ill 5s;ab; f ,--pa e-d would t. -ypbr;r .  ::. 
family p l w  serv ices  nationwide. Many environmentalists advocate the  need f o r  f d 4  plan- 
ning and abortione because overpopulation hasten8 the depletion of resources and is  a root 
cause of nearly a l l  envi~anmental  problems. The Nixon Administration took no posit ion on the 
amendment. June 27, 1974 Rejected 123-247 "NO" is  the  correc t  vote. 

Bmendmente t o  the  Prioe Anderson Indemnity provieions of the  Atomic Riergy Aot of 1954 (H.R. 15323). 
The b i l l  s e t s  up a f ede ra l  inaurance program with a maximum l i m i t  of $560 mill ion in damages t o  be 
psld t o  affeoted c o d t i e s  i n  the  event of a n u c l e e  aacident. Donases  wan asked t o  se t  t h e m  
iow l i a b i l i t y  l U t e  f o r  over ten  yeam without ye t  knowing the  r e s u l t s  of the Ragmraaen atudy cf 
the  safe ty  and operating records of nuclear reac tors  nationvide. The vote i s  on ths Roncalio 
amendment t o  U t  the  extension of the  Act t o  Feb.l, 1979 in s t ead  of September 1, 1987, This 
would pennit orderly planning of p lants  under construction, but  a l eo  give Congress o chance t o  
r e e v a l u a t e  the nuolear l i a b i  l f t y  i ssue  when more infoxmation was available.  An IEC 8- p r s b  
i o t &  t h a t  a nuclear accident could coat  b i l l i ons ,  and euoh low l i a b i l i t y  Usits help t o  in&- 
a t e  the  nuclear power industry from the  consequences of a d i aea t e r  and thua reduce i t e  motivation 
f o r  safety.  &vironmentaUste argued that the  b i l l  gave an u n f a i r  subsidy t o  the  nualeor power 
industry,  eince o ther  energy i ndus t r i e s  muat pay t h e i r  own damages o r  find pr iva te  insurance 
cornpanbe t o  compensate the  victims of sccidents.  The President took no podtion oa the amend- 
ment, July 10, 1974 Rejected 138-267 "YES" is  the  correc t  m t e .  

Surface Mine Control and Reclamstion Act of 1974 (H.R. 11500). h e  vote is  on the  Homer sub- 
s t i t u t e  b i l l  t o  prescribe weaker environmental standa.rds f o r  w f a a e  minLng and reclamation t h .  
those approved by the  House I n t e r i o r  Committee. The Hoarner s u b s t i t u t e  did not provide fo r  re- 
clamation of previously s t r i p  mined lands, f o r  Indian, lands o r  f o r  open p i t  mining. Then, waa 
no requirement f o r  successful  revegetation o r  any protection t o  muface  owners whose land i s  
s t r i p  mined by coal  companies. Rep Patey Mink and other6 who oppoeed the  subs t i t u t e  safd that  
"there was no merit t o  the coal companies' scare  t a c t i ce  t h a t  t he  Committee b i l l  would shut 
down minee a l l  scroee the  country." The Committee b i l l  was e imi l a r  t o  tough mining lava in 
Ohio and Pennsylvania where coal  production had increased and miners had not  been thrown out 
of work. The President took no o f f i c i a l  poeit ion on the  amendment, but  did re lease  a memo 
objec t ing  t o  major provisions in the Committee b i l l .  July 18, 1974 Rejected 156-255 nNOn 
i s  the  correc t  vote. 

Surface Mine Reclamation Act of 1974 (E.R. 11500). The vote  is on the  Hoemer amendment t o  exerr$ 
s t r i p  mining operations, even those on s teep  elopes from rea tos ing  t he  land t o  its approximate 
o r ig ina l  contour, i f  the  land were l a t e r  used f o r  ag r i cu l t u r a l  o r  recrea t ional  purposes. Even 
when tough r ea t r i c t i one  on regrading and revegetation are upheld, experience ha8 shown f t  extr- 
e ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s t a b i l i z e  materials  on steep &opes. Opponents of the  amendment argued tha t  
%meone could simply p l an t  oa ts  without any in tent ion  of r e s to r ing  t he  land t o  prodwtivs Use* 





A= Omnibus B i l l  (H.R. 15582). The b i l l  would allow the President t o  give nuclear m a t e r i d s  and 
technology f o r  reactors under 5 megawatts t o  o the r  nations,  no matter how unstable,  unless re- 
jec ted  by both the House and Senate w i t h i n  60 we and the masure  not vetoed by the  President.  
The vote i s  on the Long amendment t o  require Congress t o  Speci f ica l ly  approve any such agreements. 
Cer ta in  nuclear plants under 5 megawatts produce su f f i c i en t  ~ lu ton tum so tha t  any country could 
manufacture an atomic bomb within 3 o r  4 years. I f  environmental and safe ty  standards a r e  l e a s  
s t r i ngen t  than i n  the U.S., the nuclear power industry w i l l  have an incentive t o  p r o l i f e r a t e  in- 
t e rna t i ona l ly  thereby increasing the  dangers of nuclear accidents.  The Nixon Administration took 
no o f f i c i a l  position on the  amendment. July 31, 1974 Passed 194-191 "YEN i s  the  co r r ec t  vote, 

Federal  Mass Transit Act of 1974 (H.R. 12859). The vote is  on the MiLford amendment t o  s t r i k e  
a l l  opera t ing  subsidies f o r  mass transportat ion from the  b i l l .  The House had a l ready r e j ec t ed  
another  b i l l  offering desperately needed subsidies t o  malor m a s  t r a n s i t  sy s t em because they 
expected the  new b i l l  would provide a more comprehensive means of funding f o r  both major c i t i e s  
and f o r  small urban areas  s t ruggl ing  to  provide public t ranspor ta t ion  a t  reasonable coat. With- 
out  opera t ing  subsidies, many t ranspor ta t ion  systems cannot s e t  f a r e s  low enough t o  encowage 
heavy publ ic  use tha t  is  e s sen t i a l  t o  conserve f u e l  and reduce air pollution.  The Ford Admfn- 
i s t r a t i o n  took no o f f i c i a l  pos i t ion  on the  amendment. August 15, 1974 Rejected 197-202 "NO" 
i s  the  co r r ec t  vote. 

Federal  Mass Transportation Act of 1974 (H.R. 12859). The vote i s  on the  Harsha s u b s t i t u t e  t o  
reduce all federal  spending on mass t ranspor ta t ion  from $20 b i l l i on  t o  $11 b i l l i on .  The b i l l  
was intended t o  be a comprehensive 6 year program to  fund ex i s t i ng  eystema ae well  a.a new t r a n s i t  
opera t ions  i n  both c i t i e s  and r u r a l  areas.  The American Public Trans i t  Association estimated 
t h a t  $3 t o  $4 b i l l ion  per year would be needed ju s t  t o  fund new t r a n s i t  systems. By &locat ing  
only $1.8 b i l l i on  per year, the H a r s h  s u b s t i t u t e  b i l l  would allow many systems t o  decay, l o s ing  
more r i d e r s  and increasing operating de f i c i t s .  Thus the nation would be forced t o  r e l y  even 
more heavily on automobiles, causing increased air pollution and gasoline consumption, whose 
r i s i n g  p r i ce s  have a major inf la t ionary  impact. The Ford Administration supported the  amendment. 
August 20, 1974 Passed 257-155 "NOw i s  the  co r r ec t  vote. 

House Committee Reorganization (H. Res. 988). The vote i s  on the Hansen subs t i t u t e  motion t o  
t he  Boll ing proposal which reorganized House Committees. Jbvironmentalists s t rongly  supported l3 t h e  Han~en subs t i t u t e  fo r  several  reasons* F i r s t ,  the  Boll ing proposal l e t  the J o i n t  Atomic 
Ehergy Committee keep a l l  jur i sd ic t ion  over both the  promotion and regulation of nuclear power, 
while the Hanson subs t i t u t e  gave the I n t e r i o r  Committee oversight jur i sd ic t ion  over non-miU- 
t a r y  nuclear energy. Zhvironmentalists f e l t  that t h i s  would encourage a broader and more 
ob j ec t i ve  Congressional scrutiny of the hazards of nuclear power. second\, the Boll ing pro- 
posa l  lumped a l l  jur i sd ic t ion  over hea l th  and environmental i ssues  i n to  the  same Cornsittee 
t h a t  handled fue l  extraction and energy production, thus making i t  ea s i e r  f o r  the huge energy 
comglomerates t o  dominate environmental po l i c i e s  j u s t  by cont ro l l ing  one Committee. The Ham- 
sen measure retained diverse jur i sd ic t ion  of energy and environmental issues.  The President 
d id  not  take a pos i t ion  on the amendment. Oct 8, 1974 Adopted 203-165 is  the  co r r ec t  
vote. 

U l e r g ~  Transportation Security Act of 1974 (H.R. 8193). The vote i s  on the  motion by Rep. 
Pont t o  de le te  a sec t ion  of the b i l l  requi r ing  vesse ls  en ter ing  i n t e rna l  s t r a i t s  on the  West l4 Coast t o  be constructed with anti-pollution equip~nent. The Alaska Pipeline b i l l  required t h e  
Coast Guard to  i s sue  standards to  prevent s p i l l e  from tankers I@?lring the  Port  of Valdez, but 
+P-  u t ~ d a ; - d ~  tiel-e ~ ~ Q V P T  oromuiuated. Tec. s tud i e s  by t!.e Goas-. G u a r d  i t s e l f  dhowad t h ~ t  double 
bottoms would have been ef fec t ive  i n  preventing over 9096 of the  s p i l l s  i n  the  U.S. irom 1969- 
197 3. This would have saved 11,000 tons of o i l  pollution.  Wvironmentalists have long advo- 
ca ted  t h e  need f o r  double bottoms on a l l  sh ips ,  and supported the  b i l l ' s  double bottom require- 
ment a s  a f i r s t  s t e p  i n  safeguarding U.S. waters from massive o i l  s p i l l s .  The President took ,/ 
no pos i t i on  on the  amendment. Oot 11, 1974. Rajected 95-201 lWON i s  the correc t  vote. 1 

Safe Water Drinking Act of. 1974 ( H A  13002). The vote i s  on the  passage of a b i l l  t o  g ive  
EPA au tho r i t y  t o . s e t  na t ional  standards f o r  s a f e  dr inking  water t o  prevent waterbrone d isease  
outbreaks and chemical contamination. From 1961-1970, t h e  U.S. Public Health Senrice re- 
por ted  over 46,000 i l l n e s s e s  and 20 deaths r e s u l t i n g  from unsafe drinking water. Many s c i e n t i s t e  
be l i eve  that carcinogens such a s  those found i n  New Orleans and Cincinnati  may well  prove t o  be 
widespread, since over 9046 of municipal water systems are not designed t o  f i l t e r  out  toxic  
chemioals and viral pollutants.  The Preeident opposed t he  b i l l .  Nov 19, 1974 "YES" is  the  co r r ec t  
vote. 

6 Agriculture,  bvironment and Consumer Protec t ion  Appropriations f o r  f i s c a l  1975 (H.R. 16901). 
The vote  is  on t he  Whitten amendment to  p roh ib i t  t he  EPA from using any of its funds t o  enforce 
s ec t i on  110 of the  Clean Air Act, pending a complete j ud i c i a l  review. Section 110 requi res  EPA 
t o  r egu l a t e  i nd i r ec t  sources of air pol lu t ion  by r e s t r i c t i n g  new parking f a c i l i t i e s ,  shopping 
cen t e r s ,  highways, a i r p o r t s  and other f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  would c r ea t e  so  much auto t r a f f i c  t h a t  
they v io l a t ed  air pol lu t ion  standards. Several  shopping centem had f i l e d  j ud i c i a l  review l a w  
s u i t s  t o  escape compliance with Section 110. Ikvironmentalists  opposed the  amendment because 
they be l ieve  that new developments should have t o  account f o r  the  addi t ional  pol lu t ion  t h a t  
they  generate.  The President took no pos i t ion  on t he  amendment. Dec. 12, 1974 Passed 282-90 
tlNO1@ i s  the  correot  vote. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers Amendment (s. 2439). The vote i s  on the  Taylor motion t o  suspend the  
ru lesand pass a b i l l  t o  provide a two year study of 70 miles of the New River f o r  poss ib le  I 7 i nc lu s ion  i n  the  Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Ehactment of the  b i l l  would delay construc- 
t i o n  of a n  FPC l icensed  pumped storage p ro j ec t ,  which would ac tua l l y  consume 4 u n i t s  of energy 
f o r  every 3 un i t s  produced. The projec t  would d isp lace  thousands of residents,  f looding 40,000 
ac re s  of land t h a t  produce $13.5 mill ion in year ly  fann revenues-all f o r  an annual bene f i t  of 
only $6.7 million, of which half w e  questionable r ec r ea t i on  benefi ts .  Supportere of t he  b i l l  
argued t h a t  the FPC had not adequately considered a l t e rna t i ve s  t o  the  project  nor t h e  value 
of t h e  na tu ra l  r i v e r  as one of the few f r e e  flowing r i v e r s  in the Cast. The Pres ident  took 
no p o s i t i o n  on t he  amendment, but his chief energy advisor,  Roger C.B. Morton supported t h e  
b i l l .  Dec. 18, 1974 Rejected 196-181 because it fP i l ed  t o  ge t  a two-thirde majority. "YliSN 
i s  t h e  correc t  vote. 
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